
FROM THE                  
UNDERGROUND 
CHURCH TO FREEDOM

TOMÁŠ HALÍK

Advance Praise . . .

“Tomáš Halík has been a prolific writer of theology, political commentary and 
analysis, and spiritual advice for more than thirty years, and he was of consid-
erable importance in shaping the transition of the Czech Church after 1989; 
in addition, he was among John Paul II’s close associates. His book is vivid, 
entertaining, and has a compelling storyline. From the Underground Church to 
Freedom will find a wide readership.” 

—PAUL J. GRIFFITHS, author of Christian Flesh

In this extraordinary book, international best-selling author and 
theologian Tomáš Halík shares for the first time the dramatic story 
of his life as a secretly ordained priest in Communist Czechoslova-
kia. Inspired by Augustine’s candid presentation of his own life, Halik 
writes about his spiritual journey within a framework of philosophical 
theology; his work has been compared to that of C. S. Lewis, Thomas 
Merton, and Henri Nouwen. Born in Prague in 1948, Halík spent his 
childhood under Stalinism. He describes his conversion to Christianity 
during the time of communist persecution of the church, his secret 
study of theology, and secret priesthood ordination in East Germany 
(even his mother was not allowed to know that her son was a priest). 
Halík speaks candidly of his doubts and crises of faith as well as of his 
conflicts within the church. He worked as a psychotherapist for over a 
decade and, at the same time, was active in the underground church 
and in the dissident movement with the legendary Cardinal Tomášek 
and Václav Havel, who proposed Halík as his successor to the Czech 
presidency. Since the fall of the regime, Halík has served as general 
secretary to the Czech Conference of Bishops and was an advisor to 
John Paul II and Václav Havel.

Woven throughout Halík’s story is the turbulent history of the church 
and society in the heart of Europe: the 1968 Prague Spring, the occu-
pation of Czechoslovakia, the self-immolation of his classmate Jan 
Palach, lectures in private flats, samizdat, the “flying university,” the 
1989 Velvet Revolution, and the difficult transition from totalitarian 
communist regime to democracy. Thomas Halík was a direct witness 
to many of these events, and he provides valuable testimony about the 
backdrop of political events and personal memories of the key figures 
of that time. This volume is a must-read for anyone interested in Halík 
and the church as it was behind the Iron Curtain, as well as in where 
the church as a whole is headed today.

TOMÁŠ HALÍK is a Czech Roman Catholic priest, phi-
losopher, theologian, and scholar. He is a professor of 
sociology at Charles University in Prague, pastor of the 
Academic Parish by St. Salvator Church in Prague, presi-
dent of the Czech Christian Academy, and a winner of the 
Templeton Prize. He is the author of numerous books, 
including I Want You to Be: On the God of Love (University 
of Notre Dame Press, 2016), winner of the Catholic Press 
Association Book Award in Theology and Foreword Re-
views’ INDIES Book of the Year Award in Philosophy.

GERALD TURNER has translated numerous authors from 
Czechoslovakia, including Václav Havel, Ivan Klíma, and 
Ludvík Vaculík, among others. He received the US PEN 
Translation Award in 2004.
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